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[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]1. Curriculum aims
Our curriculum aims to:
· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning
· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations 
· Gather and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to undertake historical investigations.
· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
· Promote a positive attitude towards learning
· Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support
· Have high ambitions for all pupils
· Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life
· Develop pupils’ independent learning skills and resilience, to equip them for further education
· In our Early Years to promote the learning and development of our youngest children and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1
· Prepare our Year 6 children for transition to secondary school

National Curriculum Aims:
· know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 
· know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  
· gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  
· understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  
· understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed
· gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]2. Legislation and Guidance
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum in England, Geography Programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.
It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing bodies set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.
In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]3. Roles and responsibilities
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]3.1 The Governing Body
The governing body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.
The governing body will also ensure that:
· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets
· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements
· Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEN)
· The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements
· It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum
· It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals
3.2 Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing body
· Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum
· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate
· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements
· The governing body is made aware of decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum
· The governing body is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions
· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN
3.3 Other Staff
The Subject Leader is responsible for maintaining high standards and improving outcomes for all children.  They will monitor, support and motivate quality first teaching and learning, and identify any needs for professional development.  They will report to the Headteacher and governing body.  The Subject Leader will keep abreast of curriculum innovations and developments within their subject.
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]4. Organisation and Planning
At Carlton Primary we deliver the History curriculum in line with the National Curriculum expectations using the Twinkl History scheme. History is sometimes used as a topic focus for the half term as a key topic (as is geography) but we also aim to ensure that it is integrated into other areas of the curriculum and the basic skills are taught throughout the year through cross curricular work.
 
Our History curriculum aims to enable children to develop their skills as historians as they investigate, examine, question and reach conclusions about the past. The History curriculum is planned so that there are opportunities for cross curricular links to be made to ensure the children have occasions whereby they can apply their knowledge and understanding.
 
Reading is central to our curriculum and reading historical texts is key to gaining an understanding of the past and its implications for the future. Children have access to a wide variety of subject specific fiction and non-fiction books to support their history learning.
 
English, Maths and ICT skills are taught during discrete lessons but are revisited in History so children can apply and embed the skills they have learnt in a purposeful context. The programmes of study are carefully planned and delivered showing progression, enabling our pupils to develop their own historical skills and knowledge which can then be transferred to other curriculum areas.
 
Lessons will allow the practical development of skills such as examining primary and secondary sources of evidence including studying pictures, photographs, artefacts, diaries and interviews to draw conclusions and allowing children to present their findings and ideas. We plan experience days to allow our children to immerse themselves in the parts of history they are learning about.

Long term planning is available on the school website and staff drive on the school network.  Medium term planning is prepared by teachers and monitored by the Subject Leader and Senior Leadership Team (SLT), detailing links to cultural capital, Christian and British Values, and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development whenever appropriate.  .
Resources to support curriculum delivery are listed in the Subject Leader file. The majority are stored in the library corridor or in classrooms where appropriate. They are regularly audited and  updated when necessary.
4.1 Subject content
[bookmark: _heading=h.99tg49e9bf1t]EYFS
Our EYFS unit follow a child led approach in which they apply the skills and understanding they need in order to achieve the early learning goal below:
Understanding the world:
· Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society.
· Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Key stage 1
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.

Pupils should be taught about:
· changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life  
· events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]  
· the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]  
· significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.


[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Key stage 2
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.
Pupils should be taught about:
· changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age
· the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain
· Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
· the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor
· a local history study
· a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
· the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China  
· Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world  
· a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Health and Safety:
Health and Safety guidance is stringently followed. Prior to using tools and equipment, children are taught how to handle and use them safely. Children are supervised at all times. 
See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered.
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Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
· More able pupils
· Pupils with low prior attainment
· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds
· Pupils with SEN
· Children Looked After (CLA)
· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)
Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.
Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEND policy and information report.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]6. Monitoring arrangements
[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory requirements through:
· Headteacher reports
· School visits/learning walks
· Subject Leader reports
· Pupil voice
Subject Leaders and SLT monitor the way the subject is taught throughout the school by:
· Pupil progress through the progression of skills ladder
· Planning
· Learning walks
· Book scrutinies
· Pupil voice/POW WOW
Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ci93xb]This policy will be reviewed every three years by the subject Leader, the Head teacher and the full governing body. Parents are most welcome to request copies of this document and comments are invited from anyone involved in the life of the school.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3whwml4]7. Links with other policies
This policy links to the following policies and procedures:
· EYFS policy
· Assessment policy
· SEN policy and information report
· Equality information and objectives
· Health and safety policy
· Children Looked After Policy
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To be reviewed February 2027
Updated by Eleanor Coppenhall
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