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Geography Statement of
intent, implement and impact September 2023

Intent
Carlton Primary’s Geography curriculum is designed to develop children’s curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Children investigate a range of places, both in the United Kingdom and abroad, to help develop their knowledge and understanding of the Earth’s physical and human processes. We are committed to providing children with opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area to find out what makes it special and unique. We also develop the children’s ability to apply geographical skills to enable them to confidently communicate their findings and geographical understanding to a range of audiences.
Through high quality teaching, we develop the following essential characteristics of geographers:
· An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like, both in the United Kingdom and the wider world;
· A comprehensive understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected;
· An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary;
· Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills, as well as effective presentation techniques;
· The ability to reach clear conclusions and explain their findings;
· Excellent field work skills as well as other geographical aptitudes and techniques;
· The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current issues in society and then environment;
· A genuine interest in the subject and a real sense of curiosity about the world and the people who live here.

Implementation
At Carlton Primary we deliver the Geography curriculum in line with the National Curriculum expectations using the Twinkl Geography scheme. Geography is sometimes used as a topic focus for the half term as a key topic (as is History) but we also aim to ensure that it is integrated into other areas of the curriculum and the basic skills are taught throughout the year through cross curricular work. Our Geography curriculum aims to excite the children and allow them to develop their skills as geographers. The Geography curriculum is planned so that there are opportunities for cross curricular links to be made to ensure the children have occasions whereby they can apply their knowledge and understanding.
Local heritage and cultural links have also been planned explicitly. English, Maths and ICT skills are taught during discrete lessons but are revisited in geography so children can apply and embed the skills they have learnt in a purposeful context.
The programmes of study are carefully planned and delivered showing progression, enabling our pupils to develop their own geographical skills and knowledge which can then be transferred to other curriculum areas.

Lessons will allow the practical development of skills such as collecting and analysing data, reading maps, atlases, globes, aerial pictures and digital maps.
We plan visits and visitors to provide first-hand experiences for the children to support and develop their learning - often linked to geography. We recognise that to have an impact the visits must be clearly linked to geographical knowledge to be acquired and provide the opportunity for children to better understand the knowledge or apply skills. We are also fortunate enough to have a trained forest school leader that conducts weekly lessons for each class and the local country park that can also be used to embed these geographical skills and knowledge.

Our EYFS unit follow a child led approach in which they apply the skills and understanding they need in order to achieve the early learning goal below:
People, culture and communities:
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (where appropriate) maps.
The natural world:
· Know similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.

Impact
Geography is a subject that children enjoy and are excited to participate in at Carlton Primary School. The children have opportunities to explore the outdoor learning areas on the school grounds and in the local community. There is a clear progression of skills from EYFS up to KS2 that can be demonstrated in class books and photo evidence. 
The children will leave Carlton with a love for geography and an enthusiasm to learn more in their next schools. The children will have confidence with their practical and geographical enquiry skills and a good understanding of key vocabulary. The vast majority of children will have met age related expectations for the subject. They will be well-placed to build on their learning at a higher level and will be beginning to understand about the world around them, how it is shaped and their impact on it.
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