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[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]1. Curriculum aims
Our curriculum aims to:
· Provide a broad and balanced education for all pupils that is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge for skills and future learning
· Enable pupils to develop knowledge, understand concepts and acquire skills, and be able to choose and apply these in relevant situations 
· Gather and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to undertake geographical investigations.
· Support pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
· Promote a positive attitude towards learning
· Ensure equal access to learning for all pupils, with high expectations for every pupil and appropriate levels of challenge and support
· Have high ambitions for all pupils
· Equip pupils with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life
· Develop pupils’ independent learning skills and resilience, to equip them for further education
· In our Early Years to promote the learning and development of our youngest children and ensure they are ready for Key Stage 1
· Prepare our Year 6 children for transition to secondary school

The National Curriculum aims:
· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  
· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time  
· are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes  
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]2. Legislation and Guidance
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum in England, Geography Programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.
It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing bodies set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.
In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework.
[bookmark: _heading=h.o1yzqbmgg5m6]
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]3. Roles and responsibilities
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]3.1 The Governing Body
The governing body will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.
The governing body will also ensure that:
· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets
· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements
· Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEN)
· The school implements the relevant statutory assessment arrangements
· It participates actively in decision-making about the breadth and balance of the curriculum
· It fulfils its role in processes to disapply pupils from all or part of the National Curriculum, where appropriate, and in any subsequent appeals
3.2 Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing body
· Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum
· They manage requests to withdraw children from curriculum subjects, where appropriate
· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements
· The governing body is made aware of decision-making processes that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum
· The governing body is advised on whole-school targets in order to make informed decisions
· Proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN
3.3 Other Staff
The Subject Leader is responsible for maintaining high standards and improving outcomes for all children.  They will monitor, support and motivate quality first teaching and learning, and identify any needs for professional development.  They will report to the Headteacher and governing body.  The Subject Leader will keep abreast of curriculum innovations and developments within their subject.
Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]4. Organisation and Planning
At Carlton Primary we deliver the Geography curriculum in line with the National Curriculum expectations using the Twinkl Geography scheme. Geography is sometimes used as a topic focus for the half term as a key topic (as is History) but we also aim to ensure that it is integrated into other areas of the curriculum and the basic skills are taught throughout the year through cross curricular work. Our Geography curriculum aims to excite the children and allow them to develop their skills as geographers. The Geography curriculum is planned so that there are opportunities for cross curricular links to be made to ensure the children have occasions whereby they can apply their knowledge and understanding.
Local heritage and cultural links have also been planned explicitly. English, Maths and ICT skills are taught during discrete lessons but are revisited in geography so children can apply and embed the skills they have learnt in a purposeful context.
The programmes of study are carefully planned and delivered showing progression, enabling our pupils to develop their own geographical skills and knowledge which can then be transferred to other curriculum areas.

Lessons will allow the practical development of skills such as collecting and analysing data, reading maps, atlases, globes, aerial pictures and digital maps.
We plan visits and visitors to provide first-hand experiences for the children to support and develop their learning - often linked to geography. We recognise that to have an impact the visits must be clearly linked to geographical knowledge to be acquired and provide the opportunity for children to better understand the knowledge or apply skills. We are also fortunate enough to have a trained forest school leader that conducts weekly lessons for each class and the local country park that can also be used to embed these geographical skills and knowledge.

Long term planning is available on the school website and staff drive on the school network.  Medium term planning is prepared by teachers and monitored by the Subject Leader and Senior Leadership Team (SLT), detailing links to cultural capital, Christian and British Values, and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development whenever appropriate.  .
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Resources to support curriculum delivery are listed in the Subject Leader file. The majority are stored in the library corridor or in classrooms where appropriate. They are regularly audited and  updated when necessary.
4.1 Subject content
[bookmark: _heading=h.99tg49e9bf1t]EYFS
Our EYFS unit follow a child led approach in which they apply the skills and understanding they need in order to achieve the early learning goal below:
People, culture and communities:
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.
· Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (where appropriate) maps.
The natural world:
· Know similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Key stage 1
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.
Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
· name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
· name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:
· key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork
· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage  
· use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
· use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Key stage 2
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to:

Locational knowledge
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  
· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography
· describe and understand key aspects of:  
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  
· use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world  
· use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.
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[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Health and Safety:
Health and Safety guidance is stringently followed. Prior to using tools and equipment, children are taught how to handle and use them safely. Children are supervised at all times. 
See our EYFS policy for information on how our early years curriculum is delivered.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1y810tw]5. Inclusion
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
· More able pupils
· Pupils with low prior attainment
· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds
· Pupils with SEN
· Children Looked After (CLA)
· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)
Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.
Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEND policy and information report.
[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]6. Monitoring arrangements
[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory requirements through:
· Headteacher reports
· School visits/learning walks
· Subject Leader reports
· Pupil voice
Subject Leaders and SLT monitor the way the subject is taught throughout the school by:
· Pupil progress through the progression of skills ladder
· Planning
· Learning walks
· Book scrutinies
· Pupil voice/POW WOW
Subject Leaders also have responsibility for monitoring the way in which resources are stored and managed.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ci93xb]This policy will be reviewed every three years by the subject Leader, the Head teacher and the full governing body. Parents are most welcome to request copies of this document and comments are invited from anyone involved in the life of the school.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3whwml4]7. Links with other policies
This policy links to the following policies and procedures:
· EYFS policy
· Assessment policy
· SEN policy and information report
· Equality information and objectives
· Health and safety policy
· Children Looked After Policy

[bookmark: _heading=h.2bn6wsx]Date 01/02/2024
To be reviewed February 2027
Updated by Eleanor Coppenhall
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