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	How is phonics taught through the school? 





	Twinkl phonics is the scheme used to teach phonics through the school.

Nursery children are taught level 1 and reception children are taught level 2,3 and 4.  

Level 1 covers themed lessons and stories to help keep children engaged during their phonics lesson. The learning occurs with familiar stories which help children feel comfortable in their learning. Additionally, there will be related activities. For example, listening to a variety of sounds which they then need to match to a picture. 

Reception children then start with Level 2 progressing through to Level 4. The planning maps out every sound, blend and alternative spelling taught within the Twinkl Phonics scheme, preparing children for the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and beyond.

Reception begin level 2 after the first half term, allowing baseline assessments to take out and a settling in period. After this, they will have a daily 1 hour lesson which starts with a teacher input and moves onto an individual workbook activity focusing on the days lesson. 


Reception children are provided with a fully decodable reading book based on their phonics levels and are to read this book 3 times before changing. Either in small groups or individually, nursery children will look through a picture book and talk through what they can see. 


	Twinkl phonics is the scheme used to teach phonics through the school.
Year 1 children are taught level 5 and year 2 children are taught level 6. 
The planning maps out every sound, blend and alternative spelling taught within the Twinkl Phonics scheme, preparing children for the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and beyond.

Children are provided with a fully decodable reading book based on their phonics levels as well as Rhino readers assessment and are to read this book 3 times before changing.


	Build phonics into spelling: 

As important as the statutory spelling words are, teaching spellings in KS2 also needs to build on pupils’ phonics knowledge. The national curriculum says that ‘phonic knowledge should continue to underpin spelling after key stage 1’. As we teach and recap spellings in KS2, we use their phonics knowledge to draw links between different words. We encourage children to use their phonics knowledge to spell unfamiliar words and teach key graphemes in our spelling slots. We use Twinkl's termly Spell It packs to teach spelling using their phonics knowledge.

During reading: 

We highlight phonics skills during reading by encouraging children to use their phonics understanding to decode new and unfamiliar words. We model phonics and blending as we read longer words, and highlight familiar graphemes as read.

Interventions: 
Some children’s phonics abilities might be below the rest of the class. In this case, we have small group interventions. Twinkl’s Rapid Recap Phonics Intervention Packs are used for this. 






	Build phonics into spelling: 

As important as the statutory spelling words are, teaching spellings in KS2 also needs to build on pupils’ phonics knowledge. The national curriculum says that ‘phonic knowledge should continue to underpin spelling after key stage 1’. As we teach and recap spellings in KS2, we use their phonics knowledge to draw links between different words. We encourage children to use their phonics knowledge to spell unfamiliar words and teach key graphemes in our spelling slots. We use Twinkl's termly Spell It packs to teach spelling using their phonics knowledge.

During reading: 

We highlight phonics skills during reading by encouraging children to use their phonics understanding to decode new and unfamiliar words. We model phonics and blending as we read longer words, and highlight familiar graphemes as read.

	How is VIPERS used in the school? 
	When reading stories or being read to, children are asked questions orally to test their understanding and comprehension. 
	Throughout the week, the children are asked questions orally to test their understanding and comprehension. 

Additionally, children work in a small reading group to focus on the specific VIPER skills, preparing them for KS2. 
VIPERS vocabulary will be introduced. 
	Children are explicitly taught the skills of reading through the use of VIPERS using ninja comprehension. 
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Whole class VIPERS sessions take place 5 x a week for 30-45 minutes. These are separate to English lessons. The question domains focused on in sessions will vary from session to session. 

One session will be a quick comprehension focusing on all of the VIPER, promoting speed and efficiency. 

Sometimes the focus of the session will be on one specific skill or a few different skills. 

	Children are explicitly taught the skills of reading 
through the use of VIPERS using ninja comprehension. 
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Whole class VIPERS sessions take place 5 x a week for 30-45 minutes. These are separate to English lessons. The question domains focused on in sessions will vary from session to session. 

One session will be a quick comprehension focusing on all of the VIPER, promoting speed and efficiency. 
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	How do we read for pleasure around the school? 
	Children have access to a variety of books (fiction and non-fiction) in the inside and outside reading area and a reading area for snack time. 

All children have access to a well-stocked library, which they visit regularly. Here they are able to choose books to read for pleasure in a small group. 


	All children have access to a well-stocked library, which they visit regularly. Here they are able to choose books to read for pleasure (which are in addition to their phonics reading books). They have the opportunity to read their books to a KS2 child, increasing their confidence and enjoyment. 

In addition to their phonics level reading book, Year 2 children are able to choose an AR reading book (within their assessed band). The children are provided with a reading level band (which has been generated through Accelerated Reader) but have the freedom to pick any reading book within that band level – promoting a love of reading.
	All children have access to a well-stocked library, which they visit regularly. Here they are able to choose books to read for pleasure (which are in addition to their AR reading books). 

The children are also encouraged to read books from home that they enjoy and can complete AR reading quizzes on these and any library books they are reading.

The children also have the freedom to decide which books to read within their AR band level. The children are provided with a reading level band (which has been generated through Accelerated Reader) but have the freedom to pick any reading book within that band level – promoting a love of reading. 
	All children have access to a well-stocked library, which they visit regularly. Here they are able to choose books to read for pleasure (which are in addition to their AR reading books) During these session, they have the chance to read to or listen to KS1 children read. 

The children are also encouraged to read books from home that they enjoy and can complete AR reading quizzes on these and any library books they are reading. 

Within the classroom, there are a variety of other reading material that children have access to when reading for pleasure. These are be topic books and “The Week Junior” magazines. 

The children also have the freedom to decide which books to read within their AR band level. The children are provided with a reading level band (which has been generated through Accelerated Reader) but have the freedom to pick any reading book within that band level – promoting a love of reading. 

	How do we assess reading in the school? 









 
	Children complete phonics end of period assessments which informs teachers on the gaps in their phonics learning. These then inform interventions and support within the lesson. 

Children also complete a Rhino Reader assessment which informs teachers when the children are ready to move onto the next level reading book (ensuring these books are phonically decodable at the right level). Teacher judgement will also inform this. 

	Children complete phonics end of period assessments which informs teachers on the gaps in their phonics learning. These then inform interventions and support within the lesson. 

Children also complete a Rhino Reader assessment which informs teachers when the children are ready to move onto the next level reading book (ensuring these books are phonically decodable at the right level). Teacher judgement will also inform this.

Once a term, the year 2 children will also complete an Accelerated reader star reading quiz which informs teachers of their reading age and provides a book level range for their pleasure for reading books. 
	Every half term, the children complete an Accelerated Reader star reading quiz which informs the teacher of their reading age and provides a book level range. Children with a reading age below their chronological age will become a daily reader.

Every half term, children also complete a reading comprehension assessment (PiXl assessments) The gaps identified within these feed into our VIPERS session focuses. These may also inform any intervention that take place or need to take place. 

After reading a book, children also have to complete a book quiz. These allows us to understand how much of the books the children are reading, are being understood.  
	Every half term, the children complete an Accelerated Reader star reading quiz which informs the teacher of their reading age and provides a book level range. Children with a reading age below their chronological age will become a daily reader. 

Every half term, children also complete a reading comprehension assessment (PiXl for year 5 and SATS past papers for year 6). The gaps identified within these feed into our VIPERS session focuses. These may also inform any intervention that take place or need to take place. 

After reading a book, children also have to complete a book quiz. These allows us to understand how much of the books the children are reading, are being understood.  

	How is intonation and prosody taught within reading? 


(Intonation refers to the changes in pitch within a person's speech that convey meaning, whereas prosody refers to the patterns of rhythm)

 







	When reading class stories, speed, fluency, prosody and intonation are all modelled to the children. Children are asked to listen, join in and repeat the sentences they hear within that story. Rhymes and songs are also used to promote this. 
	When reading class stories, speed, fluency, prosody and intonation are all modelled to the children. Children are asked to listen, join in and repeat the sentences they hear within that story. 

During some of the phonics lessons children have a chance to read aloud phonetically decodable texts – read aloud sessions. 
	Echo reading: 
During these sessions (timetable 1x weekly) the teacher reads aloud an age appropriate text or extract line by line, modelling appropriate fluency and intonation. Whilst the teacher is reading each line, the children are tracking each word with their finger. The children then echo back the reading of the line with the same speed and prosody. The children will be sat for this activity and will all have the text in front of them. The text may also be on the board if the teacher thinks this is necessary. 
After these sessions, the children are then asked some fast finger questions. These focus on the retrieval skill. Children are asked to find the answers in the text with their fingers. 

A final question is then asked which focuses the other VIPERS skills. The children do this orally, using talk partners. 

	Echo reading: 
During these sessions (timetable 1x weekly) the teacher reads aloud an age appropriate text or extract line by line, modelling appropriate fluency and intonation. Whilst the teacher is reading each line, the children are tracking each word with their finger. The children then echo back the reading of the line with the same speed and prosody. The children will be sat for this activity and will all have the text in front of them. The text may also be on the board if the teacher thinks this is necessary.
After these sessions, the children are then asked some fast finger questions. These focus on the retrieval skill. Children are asked to find the answers in the text with their fingers. 

A final question is then asked which focuses the other VIPERS skills. The children do this orally, using talk partners. 
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